Teacher, we wish to see a sign from you
MONDAY JULY 20 (Mt 12,38-42)

The Lord has always given His children the signs of His truth, omnipotence, universal lordship, and providence. To Abraham he gave the sign of his omnipotence capable of creating a son by a sterile woman and already advanced over the years and by a man consumed by age: “Where is your wife Sarah?” they asked him. “There in the tent,” he replied. One of them said, “I will return to you about this time next year, and Sarah will then have a son.” Sarah was listening at the entrance of the tent, just behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in years, and Sarah had stopped having her menstrual periods. So Sarah laughed to herself and said, “Now that I am worn out and my husband is old, am I still to have sexual pleasure?” But the LORD said to Abraham: “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really bear a child, old as I am?’ Is anything too marvelous for the LORD to do? At the appointed time, about this time next year, I will return to you, and Sarah will have a son.” Sarah lied, saying, “I did not laugh,” because she was afraid. But he said, “Yes, you did.” (Gen 18,9-15). 

The Lord gave the sign to Joseph and to Jacob’s family that every word of His is infallibly fulfilled: “Once Joseph had a dream, and when he told his brothers, they hated him even more. He said to them, “Listen to this dream I had. There we were, binding sheaves in the field, when suddenly my sheaf rose to an upright position, and your sheaves formed a ring around my sheaf and bowed down to it.” His brothers said to him, “Are you really going to make yourself king over us? Will you rule over us?” So they hated him all the more because of his dreams and his reports. Then he had another dream, and told it to his brothers. “Look, I had another dream,” he said; “this time, the sun and the moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.” When he told it to his father and his brothers, his father reproved him and asked, “What is the meaning of this dream of yours? Can it be that I and your mother and your brothers are to come and bow to the ground before you?” (Gen 37,5-10). To Pharaoh the Lord gave every sign of his Omnipotence and Lordship over all creation. Nothing is impossible for Him. Even His people were assisted with signs and wonders for forty years in the desert. But the sign has only one purpose: to generate and grow faith in the Word. If we ignore the Word, the Lord is of no use. In the Gospel according to John are the signs that attest that Jesus is truly from the Father. If it is from the Father, everything in Him is from the Father, even the Word, to which all faith must be given.
At that time, then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to him, “Teacher, we wish to see a sign from you.” He said to them in reply, “An evil and unfaithful generation seeks a sign, but no sign will be given it except the sign of Jonah the prophet. Just as Jonah was in the belly of the whale three days and three nights, so will the Son of Man be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights. At the judgment, the men of Nineveh will arise with this generation and condemn it, because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and there is something greater than Jonah here. At the judgment the queen of the south will arise with this generation and condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and there is something greater than Solomon here.
Scribes and Pharisees ask Jesus for a sign. He will give them the sign of His glorious resurrection. They will kill Him and on the third day He will rise from the tomb. However, He will not rise as Lazarus has risen, tied hands and feet, with a striking gesture. It will rise in invisibility. Nobody will see Him in the historical act in which the resurrection will take place. However, Jesus will show many signs that He really is risen. To others He will manifest. They will testify that He is truly risen. After this last sign, there will no longer be any excuse for not believing in Him. Whoever believes, will be baptized, will be saved. Those who do not believe will be condemned because they did not believe in the Only Begotten Son of God, in whom it is established that we can be saved. On the day of judgment, Pharisees and scribes will be accused by both the inhabitants of Nineveh and the Queen of the South. Nineveh believed Jonah’s preaching and converted without any sign. The Queen of the South came to listen to Solomon. No sign was given to her either. Scribes and Pharisees have been given several, actually many signs.

Mother of God, Angels and Saints make that our life is a sign that brings to Christ.
